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THE COLLECTOR. AND ART CRITIC. 



A collection of rare old autographs and letters is owned by E. Win- 
Stanley, superintendent of the county courthouse of Kansas City, Mo. 
Mr. Winstanley' s grandfather was a> wholesale druggist in London, 
and his Teat-grandfather was a wealthy silk rhercer'in the same city, 
and was the builder of the first lighthouse on the Eddystone rock. The 
Winstanley home in London was a favorite gathering place for the lit- 
erary people of fifty and 100 years ago. Letters from great people of 
those times were preserved in the family. 

One of the most valuable things in the collection is a poem by Charles 
Lamb, in his own handwriting, with his name signed at the end and 
written on paper which bears the watermark "1828." The poem was 
never intended for publication, 'but was written by Lamb to show his 
own contempt for classic music, and was sent by him to Edward Newn- 
ham Winstanley, who was an intimate friend .of Lamb. 

Another letter in the collection was written by Samuel Prout," the 
great English artist.- This letter was written -in the days when there 
were no envelopes. The letter is folded and sealed with red wax and 
the address, "E. N. Winstanley, Esq.,' 7 Poultney," written on the out- 
side. It bears the postmark, Buxton. 

Another letter, is from Leigh Hunt,, the English poet and essayist. It 
is written as most of the letters in this collection are, folded, the ad- 
dress on the outside and sealed with a great drop of red wax: It bears 
the postmark of "W. O. Chelsea." 

There are letters from Sir Arthur E. Guinness, maker of the famous 
Guinness stout; J. Renni, architect of the London bridge; Sir Francis 
Chantry*- Herbert Marsh, Bishop of Peterborough; the Duke of Lister, 
Rear Admiral Spencer, Aldric A. Watts, Lord Combonnier and Lord 
Chief Justice Whiteside and the Duke of Wellington, and another from 
his wife, Lady Emily Wellseley. . , . ■ 

There is a letter from Bulwer Lytton, written in 1829, and he signs 
it in a jerky scrawl : 

"Y obed Serv, the author of Devereaux, July 17, 1828. 

A letter from Sir James Clarke Ross, the famous Arctic explorer, has 
above the signature : 

"Written in Latitude 8234 N., July 27, 1827." , 

Further from Theodore Edward Hook, the English humorist. George 
Canning, the statesman and orator, who fought a duel in 1809 with 
Lord Castlereagh; Sir Francis Burdett, the popular English states- 
man, father of Baroness Burdett-Coutts, and in his time the idol of 
the London populace; George Lillie Cfaik, the Scottish author.; Charles 
Dickens, the Duke of Portland, and many others. 
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Paris, Jan. 3, 1900. 

A most interesting collection of paintings by Claude Monet and IE. 
Manet are being shown in the galleries, of Durand-Ruel, in the Rue 
Laffitte Besides a number of "impressionistic landscapes, M. Monet 
is represented by several large canvases, gray in tone, and entirely dif- 
ferent from the majority of his pictures with which the public is famil- 
iar One view is of a pier, at the end of which rises a lighthouse; high 
waves dash against the massive walls, and scatter spray oyer a group 
of figures; the sky is gray and threatening, the water of a peculiar 
muddy green, and a storm is evidently approaching. , ■ ■ 

The companion to this extremely realistic picture represents a harbor, 
with some fishing boats floating idly upon the placid water; the color 
is quiet and subdued, the red hull of one boat being the only note of 
brilliancy upon the canvas. . . .. 

A smaller painting is of the river Seine, frozen over; a few houses 
scattered along the bank stand out sharply against the gray sky of an 
e?rlv afterZm in T winter, while two or three figures hurrying along 
the roadway seem to express the intense co d of the weather. 

Among the Manet pictures is a life-sized portrait of his pupil,' Eva 
GonSles In a quaint and old-fashioned costume the beautiful Spanish 
gfrHs represented seated before an easel paintmg. By many this is 
considered the masterpiece of the artist, who, m his blunt and uncom-. 
Promising representations of nature, rendered a great service to art, 
provtag that a painting, to be artistic and true, need not necessarily be 

hi Amon"'the d other canvases which are noticeable in these galleries are 
sev\rTeYcellent landscapes and marines .by Boud.n a charming 
"Pavsage* by Damoye. and some brilliant impressions of C. Pissaro, 
while the charcoal studies by Puvis de Chavannes are interesting to 
both students and connoisseurs. 

* * * 
Amonethe American women- artists who have been successful in. 
Par™ "s Miss Mary Cassatt, whose charming, pictures in oil and. pastel 
are much sought after and command high prices. Miss Cassatt .s par- 



tlcularly fprtunate in her portrayal of young children, her small people 
having the quaintness and graqe so subtle and elusive, and yet so char- , 
acteristic of childhood. Her work is full of dignity and. charm, as well 
as great originality. ' ■ • 

* * * 

The opening of the Salon of 1900'has been announced for April 7th, 
three weeks earlier than the usual date, The exhibition will be held 
in a building facing the place de Bretueil, not farfrom Napoleon's tomb; 
There will be only one "Salon" this year, that of the "Societe des Ar- 
tistes Francais," as the rival society has decided not to give its annual 
exhibition. 

* * * 

One of the most important artistic events of the season (at least from 
an American standpoint) is the exhibition being held in the Durand? 
Ruel Gallery by the American Art Association of Paris. The collection, 
consisting of ninety-two works, is remarkable for its uniform excellence.- 
Perhaps the most noticeable painting is the one entitled, "Christ or 
Barabbas," by Mr. H. M. Walcott. Mr. H. O. Tanner shows the small 
canvases which are veritable color poems, his "Etude de Nuit" being 
particularly beautiful. Mr. Tanner, it will be remembered, is the Afri- 
can artist whose picture of the "Raising of Lazarus" created such' a 
sensation a few months since, and was subsequently purchased for the 
Luxembourg.. He is one of the most interesting and gifted of the foreign 
residents in Paris. Mr. E. Dufner exhibits two excellent things, very 
low in tone and dignified in treatment. Mr. Walter M. Clute shows a 
Holland interior and W;' small landscape which are charming. Mr. 
Dougherty's three landscapes are quiet in tone and show a great deal 
of fueling for the poetical side of nature. Mr. F. D. Marsh has two 
large portraits of a very pretty girl. Mr. Hubbell exhibits portraits, and 
Mr. A. Humphreys is represented by "Le Soir" and "L'Heure d'Ange- 
lus," both of which do credit to their titles. Among the pieces of 
sculpture is a remarkable "Prayer for Rain," by Mr. H. A. McNeil; it 
represents an Indian running, with several serpents writhing in each 
hand. Mr. S. H, Borglum shows two strong studies entitled "On the 
Trail" and "In the Wind." Mr. W. Rhind has a splendid sketch for a 
colossal "Group of Science," and Mr. E. V. Harvey three animal 
studies. This collection by American men, many of them students, is 
one of which America may well feel proud, and it is gratifying to know 
. that the Parisians have taken a great interest in the exhibition, which 
the crowds attending it attest. Blanche Dougan Cole. 



A Juno Torso from the first known Grecian period has been found 
in the Forum of Rome. 

* * * 

The Italian government after purchasing the Borghese gallery has 
also acquired the Ludovisi Museum from Prince Piombino, for 1,400,- 

000 lire. 

* * * 

Edward Grutzner's painting, "The Seven Deadly Sins," has been 
purchased by a collector for 10,000 marks. 

* * * 

The New York Life Insurance Company has added to the attractive 
and artistic buildings of Paris a magnificent structure devoted to the 
transaction of its business. The exterior and interior decorations are 
appreciatively described and illustrated in a recent number of La Revue 
d'Art bv Jules Violet. 

The Rvksmuseum at Amsterdam has received from Mme. Van 
Lynden the beautiful collection of Barbizon pictures brought together 
by her late husband. A special gallery has been set aside for these 
French paintings. 

A late number of the Katholieke Illustratie contains a fine reproduc- 
tion of one of the latest canvases of the American Ch. P. Gruppe, who . 
for the last ten years has resided in Holland. The painting was shown 
at the four-yearly exhibition in Amsterdam. The local critic calls this 
"Wet Weather in The Hague;" pithy in color with the row of houses 
along the canal stretching far away, and as at the water side the 
dreary-looking autumn trees with the dull-green glimmering trunks lift 
the hazy cri^s-cross of twigs and branches to the pale sky. The light 
of this skv dominates all, sending glinting rays along the bulky ships , 
in the little harbor, while shining on the glasses of the street lamps, 
sparkling in the puddles of the street, pouring out with moist in- 
tensity over all the wet with reflecting brilliancy. _ 
. Mr. Gruppe is well known by his contributions to various exhibitions. 

* * * 

The death of the distinguished Italian painter Alberto Pasini is an- 
nounced as having occurred at. Turin, where he had lived of late 
vears He resided long in Paris and his brilliant paintings of Oriental 
architecture figures, and sunlight, l have often, commanded admiration 
fn the Salon His crisp draughtsmanship, exquisite touch, perfect finish, 
and soUdi?" of execution commended themselves to the eyes of learned 

an He U "houhi d not k be confused with the Austrian genre and anecdote 
painter, Ludwig Passini. 



